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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY OVERVIEW 
Yeshiva University is a top-tier national research institution with the guiding vision that the best 
of the heritage of contemporary civilization and knowledge is compatible with the ancient 
traditions of Jewish law and life. This is embodied in the concept of Torah Umadda — the 
Hebrew phrase referring to traditional religious learning combined with contemporary academic 
study — the cornerstone of the University’s mission.  
 
Our three undergraduate schools — Yeshiva College, Stern College for Women and Sy Syms 
School of Business — offer a dual curriculum under which students pursue liberal arts, 
sciences and business in conjunction with comprehensive Jewish studies. The University’s 
graduate and affiliated schools — Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law, Wurzweiler School of Social Work, Ferkauf Graduate School of Psychology, 
Azrieli Graduate School of Jewish Education and Administration, Bernard Revel Graduate 
School of Jewish Studies and Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary — embrace the 
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Our students learn and go forth, as both educated and ethical people, to share their own 
special talents and wisdom with society. Our faculty’s research, academic work and scholarly 
writings help bring wisdom to many of the most pressing social, political, medical, legal and 
human rights issues facing the world today. 
 
Our University serves as a platform to bring Yeshiva’s collective wisdom to the world through 
our community outreach, publications, seminars and broad range of academic programs. 
 
At Yeshiva University, teaching the knowledge and values that bring wisdom to life is not only 
our mission — it is our proud tradition. 
 
HISTORY AND LEADERSHIP  
Yeshiva University traces its origins to Yeshiva Eitz Chaim, established in 1886 on New York’s 
Lower East Side. In 1896, Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS) was founded; 
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as president and international director of Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, where 
he greatly expanded programs, activities and branches in the nation and around the world. 
 
Under President Joel’s leadership, the University has created a number of centers and 
institutes to consolidate the vast intellectual resources of the University and to create cross-
disciplinary dialogues both within and without the institution.  


